



Writing Sample 
Happily Ever After: A Personal Statement 

My mother used to tell bedtime stories every night. I can remember her soothing voice, trying not to wake my 
inner 7-year-old. She would tell of fantastic heroes, daring sword fights and loving families. We would take 
turns contributing to each scene; she would say a line and I would say a line, each night drawing from the night 
before. 

I would listen and drift to sleep, without hesitation of fear, uncertainty or doubt. I believed that the story would 
continue tomorrow, each day one step closer to the infamous “happily ever after.” But, that’s the thing about 
stories – they can do that! Life isn’t that simple. 

My mom’s story didn’t end with a “happily ever after.” She died unexpectedly when I was nine years old. Our 
story was never finished, yet it lives on as a fond memory of our time together. My mom’s death was sudden 
and tragic, but it taught me many wonderful things. Most importantly, I began to realize the importance of every 
moment, fitting together like a puzzle piece in life’s unpredictable plot. 

As an adult, I don’t remember much about my mom. I know she was beautiful, brilliant and bright. But, I will 
always remember many of our stories together – they created a bond that even tragedy could not destroy. In my 
career, I hope to bring other stories to life through experiences that can be enjoyed with loved ones, just as I did 
with my mom. 

Being able to continue my education in the Masters of Entertainment Industry Management program at 
Carnegie Mellon University would give me the tools, knowledge and connections to make my stories a reality. I 
believe working alongside some of the field’s greatest minds will prompt my imagination and lead to brilliant 
ideas. I am particularly interested in learning from Heinz College’s John Miller, as I have always been 
impressed with the NBC Universal Television Group. His expertise and involvement in Universal Parks and 
Resorts align with my interests in experiential storytelling. 

Furthermore, the program’s second year in Los Angeles is an incredible opportunity. Being immersed in the 
industry with the nation’s top instructors would expand my professional network and allow me to connect with 
artists from around the world. 

The highlight of my Otterbein University story was an internship with The Walt Disney Company as an 
entertainment cast member. Throughout my experience, I began to notice the importance of experiential 
storytelling and its impact on families. Particularly, I appreciated working with Make-a-Wish guests and 
bringing their favorite stories to life, frequently for the last time. 
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I will always be a storyteller because the best stories don’t need a “happily ever after” – they just need someone 
to share them with. I look forward to a career bringing stories to life for families around the world. Carnegie 
Mellon and Heinz College would be an integral part of my success, allowing me to grow as a professional, as an 
artist and as a person. I appreciate your consideration for acceptance in the MEIB program. I hope that the 
Heinz and Carnegie family will be a part of my story – a lifetime in the making. 


